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It Ends With Me. 



It Ends With Me. 



[The Israelites] surrounded the Benjamites, 
ŎƘŀǎŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ƻǾŜǊǊŀƴ ǘƘŜƳΧ9ƛƎƘǘŜŜƴ 

thousand Benjamitesfell, all of them valiant 
ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎΧ !ǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦƭŜŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ 

desert to the rock of Rimmon, the Israelites cut 
down five thousand men along the roads. They 

kept pressing after the Benjamitesas far as 
Gidomand struck down two thousand more. 
On that day twenty-five thousand Benjamite

ǎǿƻǊŘǎƳŜƴ ŦŜƭƭΧ



The men of Israel went back to Benjamin 
and put all the towns to the sword, 

including the animals and everything else 
they found. All the towns they came across 

they set on fire.



I. 

ferocious 

retribution



Later on, at the time of wheat harvest, 
Samson took a young goat and went to 
visit his wife. He said, "I'm going to my 

wife's room." But her father would not let 
him go in. 

"I was so sure you thoroughly hated her," 
he said, "that I gave her to your friend. 

Isn't her younger sister more attractive? 
Take her instead." 



Samson said to them, "This time I have a 
right to get even with the Philistines; I will 

really harm them." So he went out and 
caught three hundred foxes and tied them 

tail to tail in pairs. He then fastened a 
torch to every pair of tails, lit the torches 

and let the foxes loose in the standing 
grain of the Philistines. He burned up the 
shocks and standing grain, together with 

the vineyards and olive groves. 



When the Philistines asked, "Who did this?" 
they were told, "Samson, the Timnite'sson-

in-law, because his wife was given to his 
friend." 

So the Philistines went up and burned her 
and her father to death. Samson said to 

them, "Since you've acted like this, I won't 
stop until I get my revenge on you." He 

attacked them viciously and slaughtered 
many of them. Then he went down and 

stayed in a cave in the rock of Etam. 



The Philistines went up and camped in 
Judah, spreading out near Lehi. The men 
of Judah asked, "Why have you come to 

fight us?" 
"We have come to take Samson prisoner," 
they answered, "to do to him as he did to 

us." 



Then three thousand men from Judah 
went down to the cave in the rock of Etam

and said to Samson, "Don't you realize 
that the Philistines are rulers over us? 

What have you done to us?" 
He answered, "I merely did to them what 

they did to me."





II. 

the conflict keeps 

escalating



This is a teaching that builds on a quote 
from the OT book of Leviticus. 

These instructions were given by God to 
stopthe escalation of violence, not justify 

it. 



III. 

the òMyth of

Redemptive Violenceó 

¢ƘŜ ƭƛŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƨǳǎǘ άǇŀȅƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜōƻŘȅ ōŀŎƪΣέ ƻǊ 
άƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜέ ƻǊ άƧǳǎǘ ŘƻƛƴƎ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘ ǘƻ ƳŜέ ǎƻƳŜƘƻǿ ƳŀƪŜǎ 

the world a better place. 









One time Jesus references a popular 
cultural mantra: 

óLove your neighbor and 

hate your enemy.õ 

But I tell you now: 
άLove your enemies and 

pray for those who 

persecute you.ó 



Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus 
and arrested him. With that, one of Jesus' 
companions reached for his sword, drew it 

out and struck the servant of the high priest, 
cutting off his ear. 

Jesus said to him, 


