


Even though US citizenship has always 
been independent of one’s religion, the 
fact is that for 200 years, America was 

deeply, culturally Christian. Thus, 
church and state continued to 

operate hand-in-hand, with “God and 
country” being seen as utterly without 

contradiction. 
 



Eventually, church and state began to 
separate from each other, and we now 

have a much more secularized 
national government and a church 

struggling to decide how to cope in a 
nation where the government no 
longer blesses and supports the 

church.  



Do we push to return to the old ways? 
Is that even possible?  

Would that even be good? 



We are now forced to wrestle with 

how to “do church” in a world where 

the government is increasingly less 

our ally and is sometimes even our 

adversary. 

  



 Hence, the question arises in a world 

where the government isn’t always 

the friend of Christianity, how do we 

live faithfully to our calling?  









31 What, then, shall we say in response to 

these things? If God is for us, who can be 

against us? 32 He who did not spare his 

own Son, but gave him up for us all—how 

will he not also, along with him, graciously 

give us all things? 33 Who will bring any 

charge against those whom God has 

chosen? It is God who justifies.  



34 Who then is the one who condemns? No 

one.  Christ Jesus who died—more than that, 

who was raised to life—is at the right hand 

of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who 

shall separate us from the love of Christ? 

Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or 

famine or nakedness or danger or sword?  



36 As it is written:  

   “For your sake we face death all day long;  

   we are considered as sheep to be 

slaughtered.” 

 37 No, in all these things we are more than 

conquerors through him who loved us.  



38 For I am convinced that neither death 

nor life, neither angels nor demons, 

neither the present nor the future, nor any 

powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor 

anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God that is in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.  

ROMANS 8: 31 – 39  
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The commander went to Paul and 
asked, “Tell me, are you a Roman 

citizen?”  
   “Yes, I am,” he answered.  

 Then the commander said, “I had to pay 
a lot of money for my citizenship.”  

   “But I was born a citizen,” Paul replied.   
ACTS 22: 27 – 28  

  
 



Imagine the ground we’d have lost 
if we had abandoned the 

government as a viable and 
legitimate means for restraining 

evil in the world.  



Though I am free and belong to no one, I 
have made myself a slave to everyone, to 

win as many as possible.  
   

1 CORINTHIANS 9:19 



I have become all things to all people 
so that by all possible means I might 
save some. I do all this for the sake of 

the gospel, that I may share in its 
blessings  

   
1 CORINTHIANS 9: 23 



After culture and society and the 
government have taken away 

everything from the Church they can, 
and the media has mocked and 

disrespected  the Church, you know 
what we’re left with? 



The one who has Christ has 

everything. 
 

The one who has everything except 

for Christ really has nothing. 
 

And the one who has Christ plus 

everything else,  

does not have any more than the one 

who has Christ alone.  



Carefully, prayerfully ask yourself:  
What Worldview and Story are guiding me? 

  

Is it the Cross And ________ [fill in the blank] 
Is it God And ________ [fill in the blank] 

 

Because anything after the word “And” is a 
personal preference; and if you cannot 

imagine life or church without it, that thing 
has become an idol whose place in your life 

must be re-negotiated - or smashed.  
 



But Rehoboam rejected the advice 
the elders gave him and consulted 
the young men who had grown up 

with him and were serving him.   
 

1 KINGS 12:8 



Now when Joshua was near Jericho, 
he looked up and saw a man 

standing in front of him with a 
drawn sword in his hand. Joshua 

went up to him and asked, “Are you 
for us or for our enemies?”  

 
 JOSHUA 5: 13 



“Neither,” he replied, “but as 
commander of the army of the LORD 

I have now come.” 
 

JOSHUA 5: 14 



Then Samuel took a stone and set it up 
between Mizpah and Shen. He named it 

Ebenezer, saying, ñThus far the LORD has 
helped us.ò    I SAMUEL 7:12 .  


