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LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ 
almost always miss seeing the bigger 
ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜΦ !ƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴ ŘŀƴƎŜǊ ƻŦ 

missing the larger story.  
 

And in no story is this more true than 
the all too familiar Christmas story.  

 







   ñSing to the LORD, for he is highly exalted.  
The horse and its rider  
He has hurled into the sea!ò  Exodus 15:21 



The LORD is my strength and my song;  
   he has become my salvation! 
He is my God, and I will praise him! 
 Who is like youð  
majestic in holiness,  
awesome in glory! 
  
13 ñIn your unfailing love you will lead  
   the people you have redeemed! 



And in this new reality,  
God,  
it seems,  
has goes dark. 





ñSpace could not be found for the crosses, 

nor crosses for the bodies.ò  
Josephus, Jewish Wars, 5, 449-51 









As we blur the lines between the first 
Christmas and our Christmasé we realize 

their questions are also our questions:  
 

God where are you in the world? 



God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town 
in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a 
man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The 

virginôs name was Mary.  LUKE 1: 26 ï 27  
 



28 The angel went to her and said, ñGreetings, you 
who are highly favored! The Lord is with 

you.ò 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words 
and wondered what kind of greeting this might 

be.  
 



30 But the angel said to her, ñDo not be afraid, 
Mary, you have found favor with God. 31 You 

will be with child and give birth to a son, and you 
are to give him the name Jesus. 32 He will be great 

and will be called the Son of the Most High. 



The Lord God will give him the throne of his 
father David, 33 and he will reign over the 

house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never 
end.ò LUKE 1: 28 - 33 



46 And Mary said: 
   ñMy soul glorifies the Lord  
 47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,  
48 for he has been mindful  
   of the humble state of his servant.  


