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I. CHECK THE ADDRESS LABEL - AGAIN
²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ςwe overhear
ǘƘŜƳΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƛƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ 
a conversation between John and these 
churches. 

God wantsus to overhearthese words.



I. CHECK THE ADDRESS LABEL - AGAIN
II. UNDERSTAND BIBLICAL PROPHECY

Prophets in the Bible have the divine 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƛƴǘƻ 
and about the present. 
Prophets exist to mostly tell it like it really 
is, not just how it will be. 



ά{ƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōǳȅ ƻǊ ǎŜƭƭ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ 
they had the mark, which is the name of 
the beast or the number of its name. This 
calls for wisdom. Let the person who has 
insight calculate the number of the beast, 
for it is the number of a man. That number 
is Six-Hundred and Sixty-{ƛȄΦέ 
REVELATION 13: 17 ς18.



LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ 
мл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎȅ ŀǊŜ 
predictive about the future. 

Of the predictive prophecies about the 
future, 90% of them are conditional. That 
is, ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ǳǇƻƴ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ 
human beings respond to the prophecy. 



This is why the prophets exist: in 
hopes of changingthe future, not 
determining it.

By some estimates, only 1% of 
prophecy in the Bible is 
unconditionallypredictive about the 
future. 



άLƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻǊǘȅ Řŀȅǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ Ŏƛǘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘΦέ JONAH 3:4


